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By WGK Guillermo Bambach

As always, these past few weeks have been busy 
for our Council. We hosted and supported 
many activities, which clearly exemplified the 
Principles of our Order. These included our 

District 47 meeting where various councils came together 
to review once again the Faith in Action Program and the 
progress on implementation; recruitment and membership 
involvement were also big topics of discussion.

Our Council supported the Life Team Ministry with the 
Baby Shower on the weekend of January 19/20 where 
numerous baby items were collected before and after all 
the Masses and donated to the local Pregnancy Crisis 
Centers.

A Formation degree was held where we had three 
Brothers advance to the 2nd degree which was followed 
by a Knighthood (3rd degree) exemplification. Many 
compliments were conveyed to me by other area councils 
on the quality of the exemplifications being put on by the St 
Stephen Degree Team. Many of the candidates seeking full 
Knighthood and their sponsors had attended the 1st and 
2nd degrees at St Stephen and had nothing but high praises 
for the Degree Team. A big thank you to our Degree Teams 
led by S/K Rick Hughes for the tremendous job in putting 
on the exemplifications.

Brother S/K Ed Veronick, once again outdid himself 
for coordinating the Council and District Free Throw 
competition. The event was a great success thanks to him 
and to all the Brothers and Columbiettes that helped out. We 
had 13 participants from our school and Faith Formation 
with several advancing to the Regional Competition.

Upcoming events to pencil in your calendars
The 9th Annual Tampa Bay Men’s 

Conference “Courageously Living the Gospel” 
on Saturday, March 2nd. The event will include: Jesse 
Romero, Gus Lloyd, Justin Fatica and Bishop Gregory 
Parkes. The event will be held at Higgins Hall at St. 
Lawrence Catholic Church, Tampa. Need to sign up 
ASAP as tickets are staring to run out.  For tickets or more 
information visit: SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com

Stations of the Cross at the Church on Friday, March 8th. 
The Knights will be leading the Stations of the Cross during 
this Friday of Lent. This being the first Friday of Lent, so 
we expect high attendance form the Parish Community. If 
you would like to lead one of the Stations, please contact 

S/K Julio Alvarez at rjs@
kofc14084.org

As part of the Faith in 
Action Programs, the 
Knights will be hosting 
the “Consecration to The 
Holy” during the 6:30PM 
evening Mass on Tuesday, 
March 19th. This is for 
all families of the Parish 
and Fr. Dermot will be 
presiding and conducting 
the Consecration. We plan on hosting a snacks and drinks 
at the FLC following the Mass.

Lastly, I want to touch upon a topic that has greatly 
troubled me. January not only marks the beginning of a 
new year, but also it heightens awareness for the dignity 
of every person. Numerous Right-to-Life events take 
place across our great nation. We as Catholics unite with 
many other denominations and bear witness to the dignity 
of human life.  As a Council and Parish community, we 
participate in the March for Life in Washington DC and 
St Augustine, which marks the atrocious Roe v. Wade 
Supreme Court decision. Events like the Planting of 
the Pink and Blue Flags in remembrance of the victims 
of abortion, Prayer Vigils at the abortion clinics, Baby 
Showers where we collect and donate items to Pregnancy 
Crisis Centers, Special Olympics, homebound visits to 
the sick and elderly truly  highlights our believe in the 
sanctity of every human life. All this is tremendous work 
in advancing the dignity of life, but also January marked a 
shocking and sickening time for our country.

Like most of you, I was shocked and troubled by the 
legislation that was recently passed in New York, and 
proposed legislation debated in Virginia.  The new 
legislation makes it legal to perform an abortion up until 
the time of birth under certain circumstances.  This along 
with the numerous laws being passed in many states to 
legalize “Right to Die” and “Euthanasia” is creating a real 
crisis in our country. What is happening here is NOT a 
right to choose issue or religious issue or even a right/left 
political issue, but rather a Human Rights issue.

As a society, we spent enormous amounts of money and 
resources on medical research and cures to prolong the life 
expectancy of the person, yet these laws being passed do 

Worthy Grand Knight Report
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exactly the opposite. They diminish the life expectancy of 
the most vulnerable, the unborn, the sick and elderly and 
persons with disabilities. This is what Pope Francis calls 
the “Culture of Death” and us, as a Brotherhood must stand 
firm in our fight for the sanctity of life from the moment of 
conception to natural death.

We must support our Pro-Life activities such as the 
Monthly Prayer Vigils at the aborting clinic. We must 
actively support drives to raise resources to help our 
Pregnancy Crisis Centers. We must write to our elected 
officials when legislature affecting the Dignity of Human 

Life is being proposed. We must become informed citizens 
and educate ourselves on Dignity of Life issues (sign up 
for eBlast from the Office of Life, Justice & Advocacy 
from the Dioceses of St Petersburg https://www.dosp.org/
life). But most importantly, we must to pray. We must pray 
daily for greater respect of all human life from the moment 
of conception to natural death; for an end to abortion, 
euthanasia, and capital punishment; and for the conversion 
of hearts of all abortionists, doctors and medical staff that 
they may see the face of God in every human being.

On January 19th, 2019 Monsignor John F 
Scully Assembly 3418 gathered together at 
Resurrection Catholic Church for their annual 
Renewal of Obligation Ceremony. 

Thirty-one Sir Knights gathered for Mass that was 
celebrated by our Faithful Friar Father Eugene. They then, 
with the Master Charles Mcglaughlin leading. Performed 
the Ceremony where we renewed out obligations that we 
took in the First, Second, Third and Fourth Degree.  The 
ladies went to the restaurant so they could have some time 
to socialize before the men arrived.

The dinner was held at Macaroni Grill at the Brandon 
Town Center. The time we spent together as a brotherhood 
with our spouses was fantastic. 

The Monsignor John F Scully Assembly 3418 meets on 
the 3rd Saturday of each month at St. Stephen’s Family 
Life Center at 10:15am depending on the length of the 

Degree that is held prior to. All 3rd Degree members of 
Councils14084 and Council 15675 are encouraged to 
advance to the 4th Degree. 

Assembly Members Renew Obligations
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Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you 
will be catching men.” When they brought their boats to 
the shore, they left everything and followed him. (Gospel 
for Feb. 10, Lk 5:10-11)

“They left everything and followed him.” My brothers, 
these words shock me every time I hear or read them. If 
we are honest, we have to admit how hard it is to leave 
everything to follow Jesus. After all, we are so good at 
taking stuff with us as we attempt to follow him—our 
pride, our possessions, our desire for power, more comfort 
and pleasure. We attempt to drag this heavy luggage along, 
or sometimes try to sneak little trinkets into our bags to 
take with us: maybe it’s our wandering eyes, our temper, 
a critical spirit, or our workaholism. But Jesus and his 
disciples travel lightly. He invites us to leave everything 
and follow him. Let’s experience this genuine freedom of 
being his disciple: a freedom which hits the open road with 
our Lord, free of everything that hinders us.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William 
E. Lori:

This month I challenge you to join other Catholic 
men who are striving to “leave everything and follow 
him.” Join them for some time of prayer, fellowship 
and encouragement, possibly at a Knights meeting, for 
breakfast, or a drink after work. Secondly, I challenge you 
to be open with a brother in Christ about some area of your 
life where you are facing challenges. “Leaving everything” 
means that we also need to leave behind our pretense and 
appearances, and meet each other as true brothers.

For more information on the monthly challenge go to 
Supreme Chaplain Monthly Challenge

Knight of the 
Month 

The Knight of 
the Month is S/K 
Ed Veronick. This 
gentleman never 
sleeps. I cannot begin 
to count all the work 
he does for our Church 
and Council. He is a 
parish lector during 
the Sunday liturgies 

and pretty much supports all the many activities of our 
council. These include coordination and support for the 
Day at the Rays, Soccer Challenge, Angels Among Us, 
Christmas Card Sales, Tootsie Road Drive, Free Throw 
Challenge and is Chief Counselor for the Squires. Please 
join me in congratulating Ed as the Knight of the Month

Family of the Month
The Sarnowski have been selected as the Family of 

the Month. S/K Rich joined the Knights of Columbus in 
2012 and rapidly advanced to the 4th Degree by 2013. He 
serves as a Knights of Columbus VAVS rep coordinating 

support for veterans 
at the James A 
Haley Hospital and 
the Haley Cove 
Community Living 
Center. He regularly 
volunteers at the 
RJS Fundraisers, 
Basketball Free 
Throw, Youth 
Soccer Challenge, 
Parish Christmas 
Party, Incredibull Special Olympics, and Lenten Fish 
Fry. He is Parish usher/greeter, Assists with registration 
of new parishioners. Serves on the Hillsborough County 
Veterans Council

His wife Janice always assists her husband in all the 
above activities. She is Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion (EMHC), a Greeter, helps with Parish 
registration and is currently working with Pastoral 
Council on auditing parish membership records. Please 
join me in congratulating S/K Rich and Janice as the 
Family of the Month.

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/domestic-church/supreme-chaplain-monthly-challenge.html#/What%20is%20the%20Supreme%20Chaplain's%20Monthly%20Challenge
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Second Degree Exemplification

First Degree Exemplification
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NY Abortion Law is a Danger to Mothers

In his State of the Union address, President Trump 
called on Congress to prohibit late-term abortions. 
What has happened to our nation when the president 
of the United States has to ask legislators to save 

babies from being murdered?
I’ve asked this over and over, as New York’s legislators 

celebrated passing a bill that allows for abortions up to 
the moment of birth. Virginia tried to follow suit, with the 
governor throwing his support behind killing a baby even 
after birth.

I’m a member of the U.S. House of Representatives who 
is pro-life. But I’m more than just a politician reciting pro-
life talking points. I’m also a physician who has delivered 
5,000 babies and spent 30 years caring for expecting 
mothers and guiding families through pregnancy.

The late-term abortion process that New York passed 
into law is inhumane, for both the child and the mother. 
The further along in a pregnancy, the more risk from 
complications come with an abortion procedure.

In a late-term abortion, a mother is at higher risk for 
uterine perforation and incomplete separation of the 
placenta – and thus, life-threatening hemorrhaging that can 
occur, potentially resulting in the death of many mothers.

Late-term abortions also have high risk of permanent 
scarring, and the possibility of an infection of the uterus 
and surrounding organs, which often leads to infertility. 
Point blank, late-term abortions are unsafe and are more 
dangerous than naturally occurring childbirth in almost 
any situation.

Throughout my 30 years and thousands of deliveries, 
every pregnancy was different. Every situation had its 
challenges – every single one.

No mother goes through pregnancy without some 
physical, emotional, financial or medical trials. Contrary 
to the pro-abortion movement, regardless of the mother’s 
underlying medical health, I never saw the scenario where 
we had to choose between a mom’s life and a baby. I’m 
not saying it doesn’t happen, but thanks to advancements 
in medicine, that scenario is extremely rare.

In both the New York and a proposed Virginia bills, 
mental health is listed as a reason to allow for a late-term 
and partial-birth abortion if the mother is experiencing 
mental or emotional distress.

First off, pregnancy triggers some type of emotional 
distress in almost every patient. But more importantly, 

I also served as an OB-GYN to a state mental health 
hospital and prison, where I would see moms who were 
struggling with the worst of the worst of untreated mental 
health issues.

To this day, I can’t think of a single scenario where I 
thought a late-term abortion would help to improve a 
woman’s mental health.

Unlike the politicians in New York and Virginia, I’ve 
seen the results and complications of abortions firsthand, 
and the distress they cause.

New York’s law demonstrates a complete disregard 
for life and medical standards that should be strongly 
condemned by all physician organizations and all 
Americans.

I knew as a medical student – from the moment I heard 
my firstborn daughter Lauren cry – that I wanted to bring 
life into this world. Nothing has brought me more repeated 
joy than to hand a crying newborn baby to his or her 
mother, and to say a short silent prayer for the baby and 
its family.

While those on the far left advocate against human life, 
I will keep doing what Kansans sent me to Washington to 
do: continue my lifelong fight for the wellbeing of mothers 
and their babies and working to end the barbaric practice 
of abortion.

I urge you to tell all of your elected federal officials to 
support the Born Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act, 
which is the first step to immediately protect those babies 
who have survived botched abortions and mandate that 
they receive proper medical care.

Opinion written for Fox News February 10, 2019.  Roger 
W. Marshall is an American politician and obstetrician. 
He is the Republican U.S. Representative for Kansas’s 
1st congressional district. He was elected in the 2016 
elections.
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Msgr. Lara Funeral Mass
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Annual Free Throw Championship

Each January the St. Stephen Knights of Columbus 
offer the opportunity to compete in a basketball 
free throw championship.  The event is open to 
our school, faith formation and parish community 

boys and girls ages 9-14.  
This year the event was held in the Family Life Center 

gym with 13 total participants that compete for the Council 
Champion in each age group.  All who register and 
participate receive a certificate.  The winners of each age 
group receive a Winners Certificate and a Knights wooden 
plaque to commemorate the event.  

This year we had Adrian R and Noel P winners of the 
9 year old group.  Johann C was the 10 year old winner.  
Calleigh E, was our 11 year old winner.  Rudy C and 
Tabitha V were our 12 year old winners, and Benjamin M 
and Ashley L our 13 year old winners.

Winners of the Council level move on to the District 
Challenge.  This year our youth were not challenged so all 

were awarded with the District Medals presented to each 
by our District Deputy Brother Sir Knight Ed Sleyzak.

On March 16, 2019 these Champions move on to the 
Regional Challenge which will be held at St. Timothy 
Catholic Church in Lutz.  Registration for this next level 
event is 9:00am.  All winners from the Region move to 
the final challenge for State Champion normally held in 
Orlando, date and time to be determined.

Congratulations to our youth and good luck moving on 
to the final levels of this year’s Free Throw Championship!   
Thank you to all Knights, Columbiettes that supported this 
event.  It would not have been accomplished without all of 
you.  Thank you to the parents and family members who 
took time out on a Saturday morning to bring their youth 
to the event.  

I also want to thank the St. Stephen School, Faith 
Formation and the Parish Office for the continued support 
provided to me as the Coordinator.
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Love is in the air! During the month of February 
and especially around Valentine’s Day, we spend 
a lot of time thinking about our loved ones.

We do much more 
than think about loved ones; 
we give flowers and chocolates 
and send greeting cards. Why 
all the fuss? To show our love, 
of course! But have you ever 
considered that you should 
Insure Your Love?

That’s really what insurance 
is all about.

People buy insurance because 
they love someone. I bought 
life insurance because I love 
my wife and children. I don’t 
want them to experience a lack 
of money if I’m not here to 
provide for them.

 I want to make sure they can 
stay in the same home we love; I want to make sure that 
my children will have the college education they will need; 
I want to ensure that my daughter will have the wedding 
she’s always dreamed of; I want my family to continue to

 live the lifestyle I’ve been so fortunate to be able to 
provide. My policy even has living benefits that I can 
enjoy!

In addition to life insurance the Knights of Columbus 
offers Disability Income Insurance, Long Term Care 
Insurance and Retirement Annuities. All of these help 
Insure

 Your Love. If I can’t work 
because of illness or injury, 
my disability income insurance 
will provide for the necessities 
until I can work again; my 
long term care insurance will 
help me stay in my home or 
go to a nursing home and get 
the care I need without being a 
financial burden to my family; 
my retirement annuities will 
help my wife and me enjoy our 
golden years. All these products 
have helped me insure my love.

Let me suggest to you to 
buy that box of chocolates, 
get a beautiful arrangement of 
flowers or a dozen roses and 

include a card; but then sit down with me and with your 
wife and let me show you how you can Insure Your Love.

Vivat Jesus!
John D Ruckart
813-855-5111

What Is Insurance All About?

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you 
called your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. 

Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, 
more closely, fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His Body which 
is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that 
we may continue His work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that 
you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to 
the design of your holy will.

Through His intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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For several months, the Knights of Columbus has 
had the privilege of undertaking a nationwide 
pilgrimage of the incorrupt heart of St. Jean 
Vianney. We have been deeply moved to see the 

impact of this relic on the faithful, and particularly on 
priests and seminarians as they implore the intercession 
of the patron saint of parish priests whose holiness and 
integrity they strive to emulate. We are especially mindful 
of this great saint’s example as bishops from around the 
world meet Feb. 21-24 at the Vatican under the leadership 
of Pope Francis to discuss the sexual abuse crisis.

In August, the Knights of Columbus committed to work 
for repentance, renewal and rebuilding of the Church. That 
commitment continues today as the Church and her leaders 
continue to come to grips with the damage that the scandal 
and its perpetrators have done to victims and to the entire 
Body of Christ. We repeat today: “Above all else, Knights 
— and our chaplains — must embrace love of God and 
love of neighbor. This is Christ’s great commandment and 
the founding mission of our Order.”

We also recall the powerful words of Pope Francis in 
his letter to the U.S. bishops on retreat in January: “This 
situation forces us to look to what is essential and to rid 
ourselves of all that stands in the way of a clear witness to 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Now is the time for Brother Knights to be steadfast in 
our faith and in our support of the Church in forging a path 
of renewal and fraternity that puts Christ at the center. We 

must stand in solidarity with our priests and bishops, and 
join them and lay Catholics in forging a path of renewal 
and fraternity that puts Christ at the center. Only then can 
actions be taken to end this scourge. And in these dark 
days, we must not lose hope. In his letter to the bishops, 
the Holy Father made a similar point: “Amid the tempest, 
we must never lose faith in the quiet, daily and effective 
power of the Holy Spirit at work in human hearts and in 
all of history,” he wrote. “Credibility is born of trust, and 
trust is born of sincere, daily, humble and generous service 
to all, but especially to those dearest to the Lord’s heart.”

This effort must start with prayer. Prayer must guide 
and inform the bishops meeting in Rome and the urgent 
renewal needed in dioceses and parishes around the world. 
So we invite every Brother Knight and your families to 
join us in praying a special “Novena for Repentance, 
Renewal and Rebuilding” from Feb. 20-28. Together, our 
prayers will make a difference.

Fraternally,
Carl A. Anderson, Supreme Knight
Most Reverend William E. Lori, Supreme Chaplain

A Novena Prayer

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild serves as a source for 
information about the life, works 

and spirituality of Father McGivney. 
The Guild distributes informational 

materials about him, receives reports of 
favors granted through his intercession and 
oversees the distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular updates 
on the progress of Father McGivney’s cause for 
canonization and are invited to participate in promoting 
devotion to this Servant of God. Members of the Knights 

of Columbus are not automatically Guild 
members and must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild 
Newsletter is published bimonthly except 
July - August, and is sent free to Guild 
members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: http://
www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

Are You A Member?
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“Courageously Living the Gospel”
The 9th Annual

Tampa Bay Men’s Conference
Building Strong Virtuous Men

Featuring

Justin Fatica Bishop
Gregory Parkes

Mass Celebrant

Saturday, March 2, 2019
Higgins Hall

at St. Lawrence Catholic Church
5225 N. Himes Ave.
Tampa, FL  33614

Doors open at 6:00 AM – Rosary at 6:30 AM – Mass at 8:00 AM
Conference speakers from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM 

Reconciliation opportunities and Ministry Area throughout the event

Gus LloydJesse Romero

To register or for more information, visit
SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com

Individual tickets: $40 each 
Father/Son tickets: $20 each

College Student tickets: $20 each
Clergy: Free

Parking and box lunch included in ticket price
Tickets at the door: $50 each
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Our principals are Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.  Members 
of the Knights of Columbus know that – together – we accomplish far 
more than any of us could individually. You can count on the help and 
encouragement of your brother Knights as we work to support St. 
Stephen Parish and make life better in our community.     
 
Spiritual Programs: 
✓ Annual “Blue Mass” for first responders and families 
✓ Annual “Day of Reflection” for Knights 
✓ Supporting “Right to Life” including prayer vigils 
✓ Annual Memorial Mass for departed brother Knights 
✓ Quarterly K of C Corporate Mass 
✓ Annual Mass for Special Olympics and Disability 
✓ Annual Renewal of Marriage Vows  
 
Social Events: 
✓ St. Nicolas Breakfast 
✓ Clergy Appreciation Dinner 
✓ “Day at the Rays” and tailgate event 
✓ “Knight at the Lighting” 
✓ Bowling League (Fall and Spring) 
✓ Annual Christmas Party (with Men’s Club) 
✓ Annual “Ladies Appreciation” dinner (with Men’s Club) 
✓ RJS Appreciation Dinner for volunteers 
✓ Annual installation ceremony/dinner 
 
Community Service Programs: 
✓ Family of Month for St. Stephen Parish 
✓ Support for Special Olympics and Incredibull games. 
✓ Annual “Pro-Life Baby Shower” 
✓ Soccer Challenge at St. Stephen School 
✓ Basketball Challenge at St. Stephen School 
✓ Road Clean-Up 
✓ Tootsie Roll Drive (supporting designated charities) 
✓ My Warrior’s Place support 
✓ Alter Server Appreciation BBQ 
✓ Student Graduation BBQ 
✓ Color Corps of the Patriotic Degree 
✓ Support for St. Stephen Parish including Angels’ Among 

Us, set up of the Crèches, “Trunk or Treat” at St. Stephen 
School, Fish Fry during Lent, Communion and 
Confirmation greeters, parking for Christmas and Easter.  

 

The Knights of Columbus help men put faith into action and 
give back -- in our community and in our parish  

Guillermo Bambach GRAND KNIGHT (813) 335-5495 

Alex Czopek DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT  (813) 541-2541 

Jerry Coffey MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR  (813) 970-6074 

www.kofc14084.org 
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Can Catholic’s be good US citizens and honest 
public servants. I’m am not all that old but I don’t 
think I have been a part of organization that is 
loved and hated by same people. I was watching 

the news and name Brian Buescher comes on and then a 
priest talks and I see the Knights of Columbus on the screen.  

I didn’t know who this man was until the middle of 
December. Brian Buescher is a nominee to sit on the US 
District Court in Nebraska. The news was talking about the 
a hearing where the noninee was asked by Senators Mazie 
Hirono (D-HI) and Kamala Harris (D-CA) asked whether 
his membership in the Knights of Columbus would prevent 
him from hearing cases “fairly and impartially.”.

Hirono had asked Buescher if he would end his membership 
with the Knights of Columbus if confirmed, so as “to avoid 
any appearance of bias,” saying the organization “has taken 
a number of extreme positions.”

And Harris described the Knights as “an all-male society” 
and asked if Buescher was aware that the Knights of 
Columbus “opposed a woman’s right to choose” and were 
against “marriage equality” when he joined.

Harris raised a statement from Supreme Knight Anderson 
saying abortion constituted “the killing of the innocent on 
a massive scale” and asked Buescher if he agreed with 
Anderson.

As I did more research I find that the Supreme Knight 
wrote about this and said the following  that Buescher’s 
“fitness for the federal bench” was questioned by Hirono 
and Harris “precisely because our Order holds firm to the 
Church’s teachings on the sanctity of life and marriage.”. 
“Such attacks on the basis of our Catholic faith are hardly 
new. The Knights of Columbus was formed amid a period 
of anti-Catholic bigotry.”

From the founding of the Knights of Columbus until the 
presidential election of John F. Kennedy, “many still held 
that Catholics were unfit for public office,” he added.

When there is a Hurricane, floods, or feeding the hungry 
the Knights of Columbus is love but when you put politics 
and the Catholic Church teaching come together we’re are 
hated. I am proud of our leadership, Brian Buescher, and all 
our members for their good works worldwide. 

Today the Knights of Columbus was heard by all saying 
we are not sorry for what be believe and we will stand up for 
the Church and our Order.    

Standing Up for the Church



KNIGHTLY NEWS

KNIGHTLY NEWS - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of St. Stephen Council 14084 15

Mary Oliver, one of 
our best poets, asks a 
provocative question: 
“What is it you plan 

to do with your one wild and precious 
life?” It is a very good question even 
for those of us with less days to go 
than we have already lived. To answer 
it you have to believe that your life 
is both wild and precious. Most of us 
consider ourselves pretty ordinary.

Another poet, Marianne 
Williamson, puts it this way:

Our deepest fear is not that we are 
inadequate, 
Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond 
measure. 
It is our light, not our darkness, that most frightens us.
We ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, 
talented, and fabulous—
Actually, who are you not to be?
You are a child of God.
Your playing small doesn’t serve the world.
There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that 
other people

Won’t feel insecure around you.
We are born to make manifest the 
glory of God within us.
It is not just in some of us: it is 
everyone,
And as we let our own light shine, we 
unconsciously
Give other people permission to do 
the same.

As we are liberated from our own 
fear, our presence automatically 
liberates others. Walter Burghardt SJ 
reminds us that “Courage is not the 
absence of fear. It is feeling afraid to 
do something but finding the strength 

to do it. For courage, reach. Reach into your deepest self 
and dare to discover the surprise found by a woman living 
with cancer: ‘The more courage I used to get through the 
day, the more courage I had. The more I embraced life—
relationships, nature and the joys of everyday life—the 
richer my life became.’”

Madeleine L’Engle, the author of A Wrinkle in Time, 
puts it another way: “We have to be braver than we think 
we can be, because God is constantly calling us to be more 
than we are.”

By Msgr. Mike, Pastor of St. Anne’s in Seal Beach. California

Courage and Bravery
Msgr. Mike Heher is Pastor of St. Anne’s in Seal Beach, CA.   It is the home parish of my daugh-
ter, and located in one of the nicest small towns in California.   This month, Msgr.  Mike shares 
thoughts on courage and bravery.   As Knights, can we each call ourself brave?

~ Alex Czopek DGK

Confirmation Mass
I want to thank all of you who Volunteered to help out 

with the Confirmation Mass this past Saturday. We had 
a busy morning with the Admissions Degree and the 
Assembly Business Meeting, yet we handled this as wel. 

As Knights this is what we are here to do, to help 
wherever we can and whenever we can. As the morning 
progressed we were asked to help out with being Ushers 
as well and as we always do we stepped up to do the job 

never missing a beat at the doors.  This makes me proud 
to be a member of the Knights of Columbus and of this 
Assembly and Council.

Thank you again and God Bless the Knights of 
Columbus.

Ed Sleyzak PGK
Faithful Captain Assembly 3418
District Deputy 47
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 February Birthdays

Monsignor John F. Scully 
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
  Fr. Eugeniusz Gancarz 

Faithful Navigator
S/K Steve Haines

Faithful Captain
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Admiral
S/K Rick Hughes

Faithful Pilot
S/K Mark Lovejoy  
Faithful Comptroller

S/K Nick Turco
Faithful Scribe

S/K John Berrie  
Faithful Purser

 John Laughman 

 Trustees
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr. 

S/K John Cirello 
S/K Pete Card 

Faithful Inner Sentinel
S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel
S/K David A Morone

Color Corps Commander
S/K Rick Gnatowsky

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director
Jerry Coffey

membership@kofc14084.org  
Program Director
Alex Czopek 

deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 
Faith

Chuck Alaynick 
church@kofc14084.org  

Community
Ed Veronick  

community@kofc14084.org  
Family

William Torres 
family@kofc14084.org  

Life
Bob Kines   

RightToLife@kofc14084.org
Squires

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 
Degree Team Leader

Rick Hughes
degreeteamcaptain@kofc14084.org  

Communications

communications@kofc14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2018-2019

Chaplain
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight
Guillermo Bambach
Deputy Grand Knight

Alex Czopek 
Chancellor

Ed Skrobacz
Warden

Chris Hobbs
Advocate

Jerry Coffey
Lecturer

Matt Preszler
Recorder

Peter Depa
Financial Secretary

Nick Turco
Treasurer

Bill Ruppert
Trustees

Bruce Czaja 
John Berrie   

Mark Lovejoy 
District Deputy
Ed Sleyzak
Field Agent 

John Ruckart
Guards

Carl Alerta   Jeff Stephanz
John Hollingshead

Amado G Malonjao, Br. John D Ruckart, Brian P Hollands, Bruce A Czaja, Cameron J Czaja, Daniel S Stempniak, 
James P Dawes, James P English, Jay R Scott, Jeffrey T Brown, John T Simon, John W Cantwell, Jorge E Arnoldson, 
Jose R Acevedo, Larry E Campbell, Michael G Mudd, Anthony J Weilbacher, Paul L Christian, Peter F Leet, 
Raymond E Dion, Reuben  Persaud, Rev Curtis V Carro, Richard L Brown Jr, Richard Sarnowski, Roland J Tiso, 
Ronald L Goecke, Stephen G Mccallister
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February 23-24 People with Disabilities Campaign and Mass
March 3 Men’s Conference
 Roadside Cleanup
March 6 Ash Wednesday
March 8 Fish Fry - Rosary & Stations of the Cross
March 10 Altar Server BBQ after the 11:30 Mass
March 16 2nd Degree FLC
March 19 Consecration Mass
March 23 Patriotic Degree in Bradenton 

Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events: http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a 
publication of St. Stephen 
Catholic Church Knights of 
Columbus Council 14084.

To make a contribution, 
submit an article or pictures, 
please send content to: 
communications@kofc14084.
org

For more information on 
our Knights of Columbus 
Council, visit our website at: 
www.KofC14084.org

Brother Robert Ferry advanced to full Knighthood on Saturday, February 9, 2019. 
Pictured from left to right: Brother Peter Depa, Brother Robert Ferry, Council 14084 
Grandknight Guillermo Bambach, and Membership Director Jerry Coffey.


